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SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF M109 GUN PARTS 

1 . THE GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND HAS REQUESTED PERMISSION 
TO SELL TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM THE FOLLOWING PARTS 
FOR M109 SELF PROPELLED HOWITZERS: 22,000 TRACK SHOES, 

24,000 RUBBER PADS, 146 GUN TUBES. 

2. SINCE THE ABOVE MATERIEL IS OF US ORIGIN AND PROCURED 
THROUGH FMS, USG CONSENT FOR THE TRANSFER IS REQUIRED. 

UNDER PROVISIONS OF SECTION 3 OF THE ARMS EXPORT CONTROL 
ACT, WE ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN APPROPRIATE TRANSFER AND USE 
ASSURANCES FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF BELGIUM AND PROVIDE 
CONGRESS WITH A 30 DAY ADVANCED NOTIFICATION OF OUR INTENT 
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TO CONSENT TO THE PROPOSED TRANSFER. HOWEVER, THE 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1977 SIGNED BY THE 
PRESIDENT ON AUGUST 4, EXEMPTS FROM THE PRIOR CONGRESSIONAL 
NOTIFICATION ALL THIRD-PARTY TRANSFERS OF: QUOTE, MAIN- 
TENANCE REPAIR OR OVERHAUL DEFENSE SERVICES, OR OF THE 
REPAIR PARTS OR OTHER DEFENSE ARTICLES USED IN FURNISHING 
SUCH SERVICES, IF THE TRANSFER WILL NOT RESULT IN ANY 
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INCREASE, RELATIVE TO THE ORIGINAL SPECIFICATIONS, IN THE 
MILITARY CAPABILITY OF THE DEFENSE ARTICLES.... TO BE 

MAINTAINED, REPAIRED, OR OVERHAULED. UNQUOTE CON- 
SEQUENTLY, IF THE PARTS ARE TO BE USED FOR THE MAIN- 
TENANCE AND REPAIR OF M109S PRESENTLY IN BELGIAN 
INVENTORY, CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION MAY NOT BE REQUIRED 
AND FORMAL USG CONSENT CAN BE GIVEN UPON RECEIPT OF THE 
APPROPRIATE TRANSFER AND USE ASSURANCES. 

3. DEPARTMENT HAS LEARNED THROUGH COMMERCIAL SOURCES IN 
THE US THAT SABIEX, A PRIVATE BELGIAN FIRM, IS THE IN 
TENDED RECIEPIENT OF THESE PARTS. SABIEX MAY BE UNDER 
CONTRACT BY GOB TO REPAIR ITS M109S, OR SABIEX MAY BE 
INTENDING TO RETRANSFER THE PARTS TO ANOTHER CUSTOMER 
OR TO MAKE NON-MILITARY USE OF THE ITEMS. ADDITIONALLY, 

THE MILITARY ATTACHE OF SWISS EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON STATED 
THAT IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE TRANSACTION WAS TO 
BE HANDLED BY NORCA MACHINE CORPORATION OF NEW YORK. 

4. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INQUIRE OF GOB REGARDING THE 
END USE OF THESE ITEMS. SHOULD GOB CONFIRM THAT THE PARTS 
IN QUESTION ARE FOR USE BY BELGIAN ARMED FORCES, DEPART- 
MENT WILL PROVIDE TEXT OF TRANSFER AND USE ASSURANCES. VANCE 
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